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ABSTRACT: The addition of 2,2"-bipyridine to [U(Tp™**),1]

(1) results in the displacement of the iodide and the formation
of the cationic uranium(III) complex [U(Tp"**),(bipy) ]I (2).
This compound was isolated as a dark-green solid in good yield
and characterized by IR and NMR spectroscopies, and its
molecular structure was determined by single-crystal X-ray
diffraction. Studies of its magnetic properties revealed a fre-
quency dependence of magnetization with a blocking tempera-
ture of 4.5 K and, at lower temperatures, a slow relaxation of
magnetization with an energy barrier of 18.2 cm ™~ ! characteristic
of single-molecule-magnet behavior.

The study of the magnetic properties of actinide molecular
compounds has received increased attention in recent years,
owing to the unique characteristics revealed by these systems when
compared to lanthanide and transition-metal compounds.' Those
characteristics are related to the Sf electrons, which are more
extended than the 4f electrons in the lanthanides and can give rise
to larger magnetic spin—orbit coupling and enhanced magnetic
anisotropy. Recent studies on the magnetic properties of uranium
compounds have focused on multinuclear systems, uranium—
lanthanide and uranium—transition metal complexes, and uranium
complexes with redox-active ligands.la’2 Although the interpreta-
tion of their magnetism remains challenging because of the complex-
ity of these systems, strong efforts to produce compounds as
discrete molecules are being done to better understand the
role of such 5f electrons in stronger magnetic exchange environ-
ments. A few years ago a new class of mononuclear compounds
based on lanthanides was identified in which, at low temperatures,
the magnetization presents slow relaxation, the so-called single-
molecule-magnet (SMM) behavior, which arises from the magnetic
anisotropy generated from the metal—ligand interaction.” Very
recently, a few systems based on actinides have been identified.* In
particular, the Long group showed that the simple uranium(III)
complex [U(Ph,BPz,);] with axial coordination,™ first isolated in
our laboratory,5 exhibits SMM behavior. In this respect, the actinides,
due to higher spin—orbit coupling, larger magnetocrystalline anisot-
ropy, and enhanced covalency, are better candidates to provide
SMMs than the lanthanides.'>*

Inspired by these results and based on our previous work on
the coordination chemistry of uranium(IIl) with the hydrotris-
(3,5-dimethylpyrazolyl)borate ligand (Tp™**),% we set out to
investi%\ite the magnetic properties of the cationic complex
[U(Tp™?),(bipy)]I (2). Here we report the synthesis and
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Figure 1. Molecular structure of 2-1.5MeC=N with 40% probability
ellipsoids. Hydrogen atoms and solvent molecules have been omitted for
clarity. Selected bond lengths (A) and angles (deg): U—N1 2.729(4),
U—N2 2.691(4), U-N(Tp) 2.524(4)—2.653(4), CS—C6 1.478(7);
N(Tp)—U—N(Tp) 69.15(11)—86.03(12), N1-U—N2 61.21(13).
The shortest intermolecular U- - - U distance is 9.4550(4) A.

characterization of a new uranium complex without axial sym-
metry presenting SMM behavior.

The synthesis of complex 2 is presented in Scheme in the SI.
The addition of a stoichiometric amount of 2,2'-bipyridine to a
solution of [U(Tp™*),1]” (1) in toluene afforded the cationic
uranium(III) complex 2 as a dark-green solid in 88% yield.

At room temperature, the '"H NMR spectrum of 2 in an
acetonitrile-d; solution displayed six resonances for the methyl
groups and three resonances for the 4H of the pyrazolyl rings.
The resonances corresponding to coordinated 2,2'-bipyridine
were shifted to low field compared to the free ligand and
appeared as four signals between 19.56 and 9.88 ppm. This
pattern is consistent with C, symmetry of the solution species in
which both Tp™** ligands as well as the two pyridyl rings are
equivalent. In the IR spectrum of 2, the band assigned to the
B—H stretching vibration appeared at 2516 cm ™ '. The existence
of only one band above 2500 cm ™' is indicative of a K-
coordination mode for both Tp™** ligands.® The presence of a
neutral 2,2'-bipyridine ligand in 2 was confirmed by the IR
spectrum, which presents a strong band at 1595 cm ™" and no
bands between 900 and 1000 cm™ ', as observed for other
reported compounds.®
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The molecular structure of 2-1.5MeC=N determined by
X-ray diffraction analysis confirms the ionic character of this
compound and the coordination modes of both Tp™** ligands
and bipyridine (Figure 1).” The metal coordination geometry
can be best described as distorted dodecahedral (Figure SI2 in
the Supporting Information), and the arrangement of the donor
atoms around the uranium atom approximates a C, symmetry,
which is consistent with the solution NMR data. The U—N-
(TpMez) distances range from 2.524(4) to 2.653(4) A and are
within the range found for other [U(TpMeZ)ZX] compounds
previously reported by us [2.500(16)—2.802(6) A].° The two
pyrazolyl rings nearest the bipyridine ligand are very twisted
about their B—N bonds, with B—N—N-—U torsion angles of
45(1)° and 40(1)°. The U—N(bipy) distances [2.729(4) and
2.691(4) A] are longer than those found for other uranium(I11)
complexes, which range from 2.626(7) to 2.694(9) A288010 Thig
is probably due to an increased steric congestion about the
uranium center in complex 2 imposed by the two Tp™** ligands.
The bipyridine ligand is not planar, as expected for a neutral
bipyridine upon coordination to a metal,** presenting a torsion
angle between the two pyridyl rings of 20(1)°, much higher than
those observed for other reported uranium(III) complexes,*'%"
which reflects once more the more crowded coordination sphere
of complex 2. The C—C bond distance linking the two pyridyl
rings is 1.478(7) A, comparable with those of free bipyridine'"
and other related compounds,”®'** further confirming the neu-
tral character of bipyridine in 2.

Complex 2 is paramagnetic, as expected for a uranium(I1I)
compound, and its yT product drops monotonically from
0.8 emu K mol " at 300 K to 0.32 emu Kmol " at 1.8 K (Figure SI4).
The effective magnetic moment at 300 K is 2.53 u, rather lower
than the calculated moment for an isolated U™ ion (3.58 u) but
well within the range observed for uranium(III) coordination
compounds.'®?8

Below S K, there is a minimum in the ¥ T curve (see the inset in
Figure SI4). Below this temperature, the magnetization shows
slow relaxation, as is more clearly revealed by the alternating-
current (ac) susceptibility measurements, shown in Figure 2, by
the temperature dependence of the real, )/, and imaginary, x”,
components of the ac susceptibility under zero applied direct-
current (dc) field. Below 6 K and for the lowest frequencies,
% increases monotonically upon cooling, as expected for a
paramagnetic system. A similar slow relaxation of the magne-
tization in discrete molecules has been previously observed
for some lanthanide systems® and more recently described in
the trigonal-prismatic uranium(III) complexes [U(Ph,BPz,) N
and [U(H,BPz,);] ,4b classified as SMMs. Similarly to what
happens in these latter cases, the application of small dc magnetic
fields drastically changes the relaxation dynamics and a considerable
increase of the )’ to )" ratio is observed. The " curves at 0.05 T dc
field in Figure 2 (right) were divided by the dc susceptibility, ¥4,
measured at 0.05 T in order to match the relaxation time 7 with the
inverse of the angular frequency w of the applied ac field exactly at
the peak of the corresponding curve.***

The magnetization relaxation rate was probed in the tempera-
ture range from 1.8 to 6 K. At fixed temperatures, x’ and )’ were
measured, while the frequency w of the ac field was varied from
10 Hz to 10 kHz under applied dc fields from 0 to 0.1 T. These
data provided Cole—Cole plots (" vs 3 plots) for temperatures
different from the one obtained at 4.5 K and B = 0.05 T, shown
in Figure 3 (left). The ac susceptibility data show a very good
agreement with the generalized Debye model,"” y(w) = s +
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Figure 2. Temperature dependence of the real (), insets) and imaginary
(%"") components of the ac susceptibility of 2 under 0 T (left) and 0.05 T

(right) dc fields, collected at different ac frequencies. The " data at 0.0S T
are normalized by the corresponding values of 4. at each temperature.
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Figure 3. (Left) Cole—Cole plot for complex 2 at 4.5 K and 0.05 T. The
dashed and solid lines represent the least-squares fits with a generalized
Debye model to a single relaxation model and to a distribution of single
relaxation modes, respectively. (Right) Plot of In(7) vs T 'witha fitting to
the Arrhenius law.

(rr +xs)/(1 + i(u‘L‘)l_a, where s and )t are the adiabatic and
isothermal susceptibilities, 7 is the average magnetization relaxation
time, and ¢ is a parameter ranging from O to 1 that quantifies the
width of the relaxation time distribution (&t = 0 corresponds to the
ideal Debye model, with a single relaxation time). The fit obtained at
4.5 Kis represented by the solid line, giving parameters of )/ = 0.005
emu mol ™/, ¥t = 0.07 emu mol Y, a=0.173,and7=5 x 10 >s.
The rather small a values obtained along with the nearly semicir-
cular and symmetrical shape of the Cole—Cole plots are consistent
with only one single magnetization relaxation process with a narrow
distribution of these relaxation times.

For temperatures above 3.5 K, this single relaxation time
follows an activated Arrhenius law, 7(T) = 7o exp(Eq/ksT). The
temperature dependence of the parameter 7 extracted from ac
susceptibility data in the frequency range of 100 Hz to 10 kHz,
under a field of 0.0S T, is shown in Figure 3 (right). At lower
temperatures below 3 K, a deviation from the Arrhenius law is
observed, which can be attributed to the onset of a magnetic
relaxation regime with quantum tunneling effects similar to the
other examples of SMMs with actinides.* The fit to the Arrhenius
law gives 7o = 1.4 X 10~7 s, which is consistent with a slow
magnetic relaxation®® and on the same order of magnitude as
other well-known SMMs such as Feg'® and a few recently
described lanthanide comlpounds.14 The effective relaxation
barrier of E.g = 18.2 cm™ ~ was found to be comparable with
the one obtained for [U(Ph,BPz,);] (to = 1 X 1077 s; Eg =
20 cm™H)* but slightly higher than that of [U(H,BPz,) A

Interestingly, the relaxation energy barrier in 2 is only slightly
smaller than that in [U(Ph,BPz,);]. This could arise from a
slightly weaker axial ligand field interacting with uranium(III),
less effective in pinning the electron density and magnetic
moments in one direction. The Tp* ligand in 2 presents nitrogen
coordinating atoms of nature similar to those found in
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the (Ph,BPz,) ligands. However, the U—N distances in 2
(2.524—2.653 A) are larger than those in [U(Ph,BPz,);]
(2.487—2.568 A). Moreover, the two additional nitrogen
atoms of the bipy ligand, of softer nature with respect to
the pyrazolyl nitrogen atom, probably contribute to creating
a less anisotropic ligand field.

Spin—spin relaxation effects are unlikely to be significant in
view of the relatively large U- - - U distances, with the shortest
being 9.4550(4) A. This process of the quantum tunneling
magnetization effect is being investigated by detailed lower
temperature measurements, which will be reported in a subse-
quent publication.

In conclusion, a new mononuclear uranium compound ex-
hibiting SMM behavior has been identified. This is only the
third example of a uranium compound with such behavior. The
observed variation in the relaxation barrier with respect to the
previously reported compound of uranium showing SMM
behavior suggests that a small variation in the uranium coordina-
tion sphere can significantly affect the relaxation behavior.
Further experimental and theoretical studies of this complex
and of related compounds will be important to more clearly
establish magnetostructural correlations, namely, revealing the
factors that govern the blocking temperature and enlightening
the relaxation mechanisms. This should allow for the design of
new uranium compounds showing higher relaxation barriers.
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